Getting Around the Gardens Is Easier Than Ever


The terrain at Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens varies from level paths of compacted gravel to trails through steeply sloped wooded areas. Some visitors prefer a leisurely stroll through gardens, while others look forward to a strenuous hike along waterfront and forest trails. Still others may need assistance to discover the Gardens, whether it’s because they tire from the walking or due to limited mobility. All visitors are welcome, no matter what their activity level. 


The staff and volunteers try to make their experience as interesting, enjoyable, and comfortable as possible. The Visitor Center and Central Gardens, where most of the ornamental gardens are located, comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act; and there are benches placed throughout the grounds for visitors who may need to take a break. Now, expanded schedules for two different types of transport – Accessible Cart Tours and the Courtesy Shuttle Service – make it even easier to see the Gardens from a comfy seat in an electric cart. 

Accessible Cart Tours are a wonderful opportunity for those who may not otherwise be able to experience the full extent of the gardens and trails; and due to the popularity of these tours, the schedule has been expanded to seven days a week. Twice each day, trained Gardens docents drive the carts and conduct the tours, rain or shine. The cart can accommodate as many as five passengers, who can expect to see and learn about most of the Central Gardens; portions of the Shoreland Trail, including the Vayo Meditation Garden and Fairy House Village; and the Giles Rhododendron & Perennial Garden with its terraced plantings and magnificent waterfall.

Accessible Cart Tours are scheduled every day at 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., from May through October. Wednesday’s tours are free with Gardens admission. The fee for the tour the rest of the week is $10 for adults under 65; $8 for those with disabilities and visitors 65 and over. 


Reservations are required for all Accessible Cart Tours, and booking as far ahead as possible is highly recommended. Payment should be made in advance by check or credit card (Visa/MasterCard). The Gardens applies its regular cancellation policy (48 hours notice for a refund) to these tours and requests the same notice for the free tours on Wednesdays. To sign up, call (207) 633-4333.


In addition, free shuttles for Gardens visitors run from May 1 through Columbus Day, and the hours have been expanded for 2010 to 9-5 daily. For this Courtesy Shuttle Service, volunteers drive electric carts in a continuous loop, stopping along the Birch Allée, in the parking area, and at entrances to the Shoreland Trail and Giles Rhododendron & Perennial Garden. Even though the drivers are personable and are eager to answer questions, the service is not intended as a tour, but rather as assistance for those who find walking long distances difficult or who would simply appreciate a lift back to the Visitor Center. These shuttles cannot be reserved ahead, but the wait is never long since they run all day. 

No matter how they get around the Gardens on Barters Island Road in Boothbay, visitors are invited to discover a dozen spectacular ornamental gardens, with impressive stonework, water features, and sculpture. The Visitor Center houses the Kitchen Garden Café and Gardens Gift Shop, as well as an ever-changing roster of exhibits showing the work of New England’s finest artists. The Gardens, open year-round, offers a wide variety of events and programs, dinners, and concerts for all ages, in all seasons. For more information, call (207) 633-4333, or visit www.MaineGardens.org. 
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