Press Release – Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
Andy Abello and Amanda Russell Receive 2010 State of Maine Tree Farm of the Year Award

A woodworker who builds handcrafted furniture from trees grown, harvested, and milled on his own land and his wife who has made more than 200 whimsical “fairy houses” for Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens to help children learn to enjoy the woods have been chosen as the 2010 Maine Tree Farmers of the Year. On Wednesday, January 13, Andy Abello and Amanda Russell of Edgecomb will be awarded the highest and most prestigious honor of owning and stewarding the state’s 2010 Outstanding Tree Farm. That day, at the 69th Maine Agricultural Trades Show, held at the Augusta Civic Center, the National Director of the American Tree Farm System, Liz Sandler, along with the Small Woodlot Owners Association of Maine, will make the award to this husband-and-wife tree-farming team and their 100-plus-acre tree farm in Edgecomb.  For nearly 30 years, the couple has built a life around their land to make their tree farm a commercially viable and stunningly beautiful example of what a working woodlot can be.


The fact that Abello’s chairs are created, literally, from the stump and are built completely on site before being sold is a singular distinction in Maine tree farming. He turns the high-quality, furniture-grade woods from the farm into fine, hand-crafted furniture. It is this from-tree-to-chair process – Maine-made goods created from Maine-grown wood – that distinguishes Wind Ridge Tree Farm from most tree farms across the state. The Windsor, Queen Anne, and slat-back chairs that Abello builds from wood he harvests himself are in collections throughout the country, in Europe, and in Japan. Most of his custom-built tables and cabinetry are also made from his own farm’s wood. The nomination form for the 2010 Tree Farm of the Year states: “This ultimate example of ‘value added’ to a timber product is key to keeping the land in working, rural use and makes the tree farm more valuable as working forest than any other use.”


Harvesting the wood to make furniture is one of three primary objectives of the management plan developed for Wind Ridge Tree Farm by Abello/Russell and their licensed forester, Barrie Brusila of Mid-Maine Forestry. The plan also sets forth the forestry practices necessary to enhance the forest as a wildlife habitat, while meeting the economic goals of Abello and Russell. Wind Ridge Tree Farm is Certified Green based on the standards of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).Using methods of natural regeneration, Abello works with his forester to select the trees he needs for his woodworking business and those that need to be harvested for the health of the many stands of trees throughout the tree farm. This year, Certified Logging Professional (CLP) Joel Kinney will be helping in the harvesting, cutting Brusila’s blue-marked trees and leaving those that will reproduce the forest naturally, both by the release of seeds and from the growth of saplings previously shaded by the trees he cuts. Abello and Russell have added value to their woodlots by pruning the pine and spruce and by techniques such as stand-improvement cuts, which involve logging some, but not all, commercial-grade trees in a lot; stand cleaning, which involves ridding a tree lot of unwanted species to leave room for species that are more valuable to them; and thinning existing saplings in a stand to increase the rate of growth. 

They have also worked hard to eradicate invasive species by hand, without the use of chemicals, which involves time-consuming, intensive cleaning of problem areas three times a year. In addition, they concentrate on the management of wildlife habitat, leaving both fallen and standing dead trees, cultivating wetlands, and maintaining fields and apple trees. This year marks another milestone for the couple in the endeavor: Working with the Knox/Lincoln Soil & Water District and the University of Maine at Orono, they are creating a Woodcock Habitat Management Area on a section of their property. Their aim is to mitigate some of the state-wide loss of diverse habitat that’s problematic for the American woodcock. In the process, owl, ruffed grouse, and deer habitat are also enhanced.


In addition to furniture-grade maple, oak, cherry, ash, and pine, Abello’s yearly harvest includes pulp wood (poplar, fir, and pine), firewood, and sheathing and roofing boards for local homebuilders. A sawyer, Tony Finocchiaro of Boothbay, comes to the farm to mill the logs on his portable sawmill. Abello and Russell then stack the boards in their barns to season them. When the native wood grown and harvested on their property leaves Wind Ridge Tree Farm, the timber product is more valuable, meriting the “value added” distinction.

Wind Ridge Tree Farm is also used for a variety of other activities, including hunting, running, skiing, snowshoeing, birding, tipping, and cone collecting. Russell, who is the volunteer coordinator on the staff of Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay, often gathers materials for use in the Gardens’ nature-related programs and decorations. Abello and Russell have also participated in demonstrations on their land showing erosion-prevention techniques with the Stewardship Forestry Initiative (SFI), and they were named Outstanding Cooperators for Forestry in 1995 by the Knox-Lincoln Soil & Water Conservation District and were named 2008 Lincoln County Tree Farmers of the Year.


Abello and Russell say they are humbled and excited by these honors and particularly by this new opportunity for their tree farm to represent the most heavily forested state in the nation as an example of forestry stewardship and management. This award is the ultimate nod for their good work. 

