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Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens wins major tourism award

At the February 1 Awards Dinner that opened the Governor's Conference on Tourism in Augusta, 

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay received the award for Commitment to Innovation and Creativity. Governor John Baldacci and Maine Office of Tourism Director Patricia Eltman presented this year’s awards, which honor individuals and businesses who lead by example. 

 
"Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens has created a unique attraction that exposes visitors to much more than beautiful ornamental gardens," said Eltman. "The Gardens are a favorite spot for walkers, children, art lovers, birders, and anyone looking for a moment of solitude."


Each year the Governor's Conference on Tourism is an opportunity for Maine's tourism industry to come together for professional development and to recognize those whose service and dedication is commendable. The recipients of the Governor’s awards are selected in a juried process.


Executive Director Maureen Heffernan accepted the award on behalf of the Gardens. She explains, “This award is so meaningful because we as an organization are committed and work hard to develop a uniquely beautiful, creative, and innovative public garden – from ornamental gardens that complement the natural coastal landscape of Maine to programs for all ages. We could not be prouder.”

 
The 250-acre botanical garden occupies a singular shorefront setting and features a dozen spectacular gardens, impressive stonework and waterfalls, and waterfront and woodland trails that offer opportunities for leisurely strolls or brisk walks. Special events, educational programs, dinners by top chefs, art exhibits, and concerts draw appreciative audiences. The Kitchen Garden Café and Gardens Gift Shop, open seasonally, are popular stops for visitors. 

 
When it opened last June, the Lerner Garden of the Five Senses was an immediate success. Its plants, water features, and displays appeal to each sense in turn – and all the senses together. The Bibby and Harold Alfond Children’s Garden, whose imaginative elements draw inspiration from beloved children’s literature by authors connected to Maine, will debut on July 8 with a fun-filled celebration.

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens is open from 9-5 daily, year-round. Many thousands of tulips in brilliant colors will kick off the growing season. The year’s events begin soon afterwards with a concert by Matching Orange on May 7, followed by a symposium, “The Non-Stop Garden”; a spring tea; and the two-day native plant sale. The Ernie Egan Rhododendron Festival in early June and Garden Fair: The Maine Gardeners and Artisans Festival, with dozens of vendors, presentations, and entertainment, will usher in summer.

The calendar is full right through the holiday season. Among the other upcoming events are Antiques in the Gardens and the Maine Fairy House Festival, along with concerts offering everything from Acadian and bluegrass music to string quartets. An exhibit of Wendy Klemperer’s life-sized animals in steel will remain on view into spring – part of an ongoing roster of exceptional art shows. 

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens is on Barters Island Road, a mile from the Boothbay common. To learn more about the Gardens and the schedule, visit www.MaineGardens.org, or call (207) 633-4333. 
