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2010 surpassed all expectations! It was the 
best year at the Gardens since the grand 
opening four years ago, due in no small 
part to the opening of the Bibby and Harold 
Alfond Children’s Garden. Babies, toddlers 
and teenagers along with their sisters, 
brothers, parents, grandparents and friends, 
flocked to the Gardens in huge numbers, 
at an average of nearly 1,000 visitors a day, 
right through Labor Day weekend, to see this 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A Year in the Life of the Gardens—
The Momentum Continues
BY JOHN R. GILES, PRESIDENT

Warmest Winter 
Greetings in the 
“Slow” Season
BY BARBARA FREEMAN, DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS

Did your summer speed 
by the way ours did? 
Is fall going the same 
route? While it’s hard 
to believe, the “slow” 
season has arrived. 

But not so fast! Yes, this year 
has been a great ride, but here at the 
Gardens, events and programs keep 

remarkable garden that features themes 
from children’s books written by Maine 
authors. They came from all over Maine 
and, in fact, from all over the country and 
were understandably charmed! Over and 
over again we heard that this Children’s 
Garden was the absolute best in the 
country, and we were proud!  

The excitement continues at the 
Gardens with The Bosarge Challenge, 
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Donors, board members, staff, architects, and consultants 
take part in October’s groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Bosarge Family Education Center. PHOTO BY BARBARA FREEMAN

The Haney 
Hillside Garden 
will reopen in  
June 2011.

The new and 
improved garden 
will have extensive 
renovations.



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Work has begun on the new Bosarge Family Educa-
tion Center. Both the building and what will take 
place in it couldn’t be more exciting. The Education 

Center will position the Gardens as a leader and catalyst for 
investing in sustainable building and clean energy. Maine has 
a real opportunity to become a center for developing clean 
energy research, technology and manufacturing. Our project 
will demonstrate how a building, even in Maine, can generate 
more energy than it consumes using solar power.  

When the Center opens next summer, we will have 
wonderful new classroom facilities that will allow us to 
offer more programs for all ages, as well as new, specialized 
programs. A typical day next August might look like this:

Fifteen 8-year-olds bound into one of the classrooms for 
Nature Summer Camp, while nearby the artist-in-residence 
begins a watercolor class on native flora and birds. Mid-
morning, a docent starts a free tour of the building, explaining 
its many features. 

At noon, a group arrives from Boston and, while 
enjoying lunch, hears a talk on therapeutic gardening. In early 
afternoon, families use microscopes to learn about seeds and 
plants close-up, while a group of adults receives instruction 
towards a certificate in native plants. Throughout the day, 
hundreds of visitors will walk through the lobby and see 
engaging interpretive displays about renewable energy and 
sustainable building practices. As the last visitor leaves at 
5 pm, we’re not through yet. Our events staff is setting up for 
an evening concert—a string quartet or maybe a toe-tapping 
evening of Acadian music.   

It will all happen next summer: More education, 
more inspiration, more plants, more improvements, more 
possibilities. Heartfelt thanks to all of you who helped make 
our 2010 season so successful and exciting.  Please keep 
returning to watch us grow! 

 
All best wishes, 
Maureen Heffernan
Executive Director

www.MaineGardens.org

Mission Statement: To grow a living legacy of gardens and 
to conserve natural landscapes that will inspire all ages to 
study and appreciate plants and gardens and to conserve and 
treasure Maine’s coastal and natural landscapes.
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A Day in the Education Center
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DIRECTORS:
Carol Hancock, Casco, Maine
Carol was a classroom teacher with SAD #61, the Lake Region 
School District. She has served on the board of directors for the 
Portland Stage Company, Hancock Lumber, Hancock Land Co., 
and the Cancer Community Center, and is currently on the board 
of Camp Sunshine and the Parks Advisory Committee for the 
Town of Casco. She was a member of the SAD #61 School Board, a 

trustee for the Casco Public Library, and a member of the Long Range Plan Committee 
for the Casco Village Church. She also served on the Advisory Board for the Artist-in-
Residence Program for the Maine State Arts and Humanities Commission.  

Stephen T. O’Brien,  
Harvard, Mass. & Southport, Maine
Steve is a former partner, portfolio manager and analyst with 
Wellington Management and past analyst with Massachusetts 
Mutual Life, Connecticut Mutual Life, and State Street Bank 
and Trust. He is actively serving on the Assumption College 
Board of Trustees. He was formerly chairman of the Investment 

Committee for the Wellington Foundation.

Richard D. O’Connor, Vice President,  
Board of Directors, Edgecomb, Maine
Dick is retired as owner of O’Connor GMC, which under his 
management became New England’s largest GMC dealership. 
He is a board member and current chairman of Kennebec 
Savings Bank and serves on the Kents Hill School Board. He is 
past president and currently a member of the Augusta Board of 

Trade and Kennebec Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

Margaret C. Reiser,  
Atlanta, Ga. & W. Boothbay Harbor, Maine
Margaret works at BoardWalk Consulting in Atlanta, recruiting 
leaders to senior positions in nonprofit organizations. She 
currently serves on the boards of Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Foundation, and the 
Woodruff Arts Center and is president of the Harland Charitable 

Foundation, a family foundation located in Atlanta. She holds a B.A. in economics 
from Duke University and an M.B.A. from Emory University. 

S. Melvin Rines,  
Weston, Mass. & Southport, Maine
Mel is chairman of Rines Associates; former managing director 
of Kidder, Peabody & Co.; and author of two biographies, as well 
as a contributing author of several other books on international 
capital markets. 

OVERSEERS:
Cindy Brookshire Fitch, Houston, Texas and 
Pemaquid Harbor, Maine
Cindy is a freelance designer and photographer, as well as 
an active community volunteer in charities related to health, 
education, and conservation. She is a Florida Master Gardener; 
an officer of the Late Bloomers Garden Club in Jacksonville, Fla.; 
and a member of the Garden Club of Houston (Garden Club of 

America). She owns and operates her family cattle ranch and farm in South Texas, 
which includes game management and land conservation.

Elisabeth “Betsy” Kelly, Yarmouth, Maine
Betsy retired from L.L. Bean in 2003 after 25 years in marketing, 
product development, and merchandising. She was vice 
president and founder of L.L. Bean Kids. She is past chair of the 
Opportunity Farm board and a past board member of Outward 
Bound and the Trust for Public Land. She has also served as a 
trustee of the Portland Stage Company.

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

President’s Message
which has been a wonderful incentive for donors 
to help with the funding of the new Bosarge Family 
Education Center!  Based on significant progress 
toward completing this $1.5 million challenge, the 
Gardens’ Board of Directors voted to proceed with 
the construction of the Education Center, which 
is scheduled to be completed by July. The ground-
breaking ceremony took place in late September, 
and the site work has begun! We look forward to 
utilizing the much-needed additional space this 
building will provide for educational programs, for 
cultural events, and for staff and volunteers—all in 
Maine’s greenest building!  And so, as you can see, 
the momentum of the past continues into the year 
ahead for Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens! 

• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Winter Greetings
chugging merrily along; and the planning for 2011 
is already well under way. 

Our holiday happenings amid festive 
decorations promise to be warm and wonderful. 
Please check out the calendar inside (and  
www.MaineGardens.org) for details, plus many 
dates you’ll want to put on your new 2011  
calendars right now. 

And be sure to follow progress on both the 
Bosarge Family Education Center and the Haney 
Hillside Garden, either during your winter visits to 
the Gardens or on the “Dig It!” blog on our website. 
You’ll be amazed at what will be accomplished by 
spring. Slow season indeed!  

Are you among our many members who are 
wintering in warmer climes? If you are, then please 
think of us warmly as you use your reciprocal benefits 
at gardens wherever you are and wherever you travel. 

We send best wishes to you, our members, and 
look forward to seeing you soon at the Gardens. 

Kudos to the Moores
On November 3, the Northeast 
Chapter (New England and 
Canadian Maritimes) of the 
Association for Education and 
Rehabilitation of the Blind and 
Visually Impaired awarded 
Mollie and Wells Moore of 
Southport Island the Distinguished Service Award 
for their “tireless volunteer work in creating the 
Lerner Garden of the Five Senses, a garden that 
stimulates the senses and ensures equal access for 
all people with disabilities.” Congratulations and 
thank you!

We’d like to introduce you to some of the newer members of our 
boards of directors and overseers, and we hope you’ll introduce 
yourself to them when you meet at the Gardens.  

Board Members—An Introduction
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A Volunteer Update
BY AMANDA RUSSELL, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

As the 2010 year closes, I want to thank all the volunteers 
who helped the Gardens grow…and grow and grow. 
By this time, all 650+ volunteers will have received 
their 2010 edition of the Gardens Volunteer Newsletter. 
(Please e-mail me at arussell@mainegardens.org  if you 
did not receive one, or if you are not a volunteer but 
would simply like to read all about the 10,000 hours 
volunteers gave to the Gardens this year!)

By this time, new and veteran volunteers alike are no 
doubt thinking about 2011. So am I! In January, you will 
be hearing from me—count on that! Next year promises 
to be just as exciting and as much fun as this year, and I 
look forward to working with each and every volunteer.

I’m still recruiting volunteers for the following 
two special events remaining in 2010. If you can help, 
e-mail or call me (Extension 107); and remember that 
my winter hours are all day Monday and Tuesday and 
mornings on Wednesday.

• Christmas Market at the Gardens on Saturday, 
December 11—I need two volunteer “Christmas 
Market Floaters” between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m.

• Home for the Holidays Brunch on Sunday, 
December 19—I need Volunteer Chefs to make their 
favorite recipes for fruit salad, muffins/sweet breads/
pastries, or a quiche/frittata and to drop off their 
donations between 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. on the day of 
the event.

The Annual Fund is like the Gardens’ checking account. 
It is made up of hundreds of individual gifts that pay for 
the everyday expenses of the Gardens. As the financial 
backbone of Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, it main-

tains beautiful gardens and walking trails, underwrites a wide 
variety of programs and special events, pays staff salaries, and 
assures a first-rate visitor experience. Your Annual Fund gift is 
the most valuable gift we receive because it can be used immedi-
ately where the Gardens’ need is greatest.

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens has experienced a record-
breaking season. With more than 85,000 visitors in 2010, we have 
far exceeded our wildest expectations. While we wholly embrace 
this exceptional growth, it comes with a cost. Your Annual Fund 
gift will help us to continue to offer exceptional botanical and 
educational opportunities while we continue to grow.

If you have not already received the 2010 Annual Appeal 
mailing, it will arrive soon. If you have yet to make your contri-
bution to this year’s Annual Fund, please consider a gift to help 
us meet our 2010 goal of $200,000. Every gift of any amount 
makes a difference and is greatly appreciated! 

For Your Holiday 
Shopping Pleasure

Ways To Give:
• Online—Visit www.MaineGardens.org  

and click on “Support the Gardens.”
• By Mail—Use the envelope included in your Annual Appeal 

mailing to send a check payable to Coastal Maine Botanical 
Gardens.

• By Phone—Call (207) 633-4333. 

Thank you! Your support is what makes Coastal Maine Botanical 
Gardens possible!  

BY SUSAN REYNOLDS, GIFT SHOP MANAGER

When you’re thinking about holiday gift 
giving, remember the Gardens Gift Shop. 
We are offering beautifully potted and 
unusual amaryllis bulbs, just in time for 
the holidays. The gift shop has wonderful 
Maine-made products such as beeswax 
candles, ceramic ikebanas, and balsam 
pillows, and many of our products are “green.” If you loved the Fish in 
the Garden this summer, we now have stainless-steel fish ornaments 
perfect for your coastal tree. You can stop in daily from 10:00 a.m 
to 5:00 p.m., or you can call me (Extension 113) and have your 
purchases sent to you or the recipient.   

At our second annual Christmas Market, on Saturday, 
December 11, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., more than a dozen Maine 
artists and crafts people will offer their wares at the perfect time for 
holiday shopping. Black Dinah Chocolatiers, Bert’s Awesome Stuff, 
Bartram’s Beeswax, and Maine Balsam Fir Products will be returning 
this year. New to the event will be Glendarragh Lavender Farm. 
Flying Fox Studio, Good Nature Crafts, Maine Soapsmith, Paige Hill 
Originals, Eco-Kids, Christmas Cove Designs and Ursula Smith’s 
Hand Weaving. Down East Books will have three authors here signing 
books. You’ll also find tempting treats, beautiful holiday decorations, 
and lively seasonal music, not to mention a roaring fire in the 
fireplace. Come to the Gardens and join in the festivities!

As always your purchases help the Garden grow!  

What is the Annual Fund?



Autumn’s Shimmering Cloud
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BY WILLIAM CULLINA, DIRECTOR OF HORTICULTURE AND PLANT CURATOR

Though we have integrated grasses and grass-like plants 
throughout the ornamental gardens here at Coastal 
Maine Botanical Gardens, it is only our fall visitors that 
get to see them in their finest hour. Most of the species 

we cultivate here are classified as warm-season grasses. They are 
slow to emerge in the spring and do not flower and go to seed 
until late in the growing season, but when they do there are no 
more breathtaking plants in the collection. I will profile four 
particularly transcendent North American grasses that we have 
recently added to the collections. All should be hardy to USDA 
Zone 5 unless noted. 

Sporobolus wrightii ‘Las Lunas’ (giant 
sacaton grass): Giant sacaton is a species 
from the southern plains that becomes 
a two-foot-high mound of long, arch-
ing leaves that erupt with five-foot-high, 
tiered inflorescences in late summer. 
These slowly turn from tawny brown to 
tan as fall progresses. It is a perfect plant 
to site behind many perennials, as its 
kinetic seed heads provide a lovely back-
drop. Look for it on the left just after you 

pass through the arch into the Lerner Garden of the Five Senses.

Eragrostis trichodes (sand love grass): 
Love grasses got their suggestive com-
mon name for the way the airy seed 
heads would climb up women’s petticoats 
as they walked through a meadow in 
autumn. Sand love grass is native to the 
prairies from the Great Lakes south to 
the Mexican border. We planted about 36 
clumps to the left of the steps descending 
from the Great Lawn to the Bibby and 
Harold Alfond Children’s Garden. Like 

giant sacaton, the 18-inch tufts could have passed for a number 
of grasses early in the summer, but by late August the mass had 
transformed into a diaphanous cloud of pink seeds and pale-
green flowers. 

Muhlenbergia capillaris (hair awn 
muhly) is a better-known relative from 
the Southeastern U.S. that is even more 
spectacular come fall. Although only 
reliably hardy to zone 7, I planted a drift 
adjacent to the Seagull Pavilion in the 
Children’s Garden because the autumnal 
show is simply breathtaking. I am work-
ing with the New England Wild Flower 
Society to introduce a hardier form I 
developed when I worked there; it’s called 

‘Aurora Borealis’. Hopefully, within a year, gardeners in zones 5 
and 6 will be able to enjoy this spectacular species.

do i need a haircut?
BY WILLIAM CULLINA, DIRECTOR OF HORTICULTURE AND PLANT CURATOR

The first frosts of autumn 
bring a mix of sadness and 
relief as another growing 
season draws to a close. 
We take the opportunity to 
cut back the dead stems of 
many of our perennials now 
because we are busy with 
other things in spring, and 
visitors often ask us if it’s necessary to cut perennials and 
grasses back in autumn. The short answer is no as far as 
the plants are concerned, but we cut back perennials in 
the fall for four reasons: to prevent them from seeding 
in excessively, to remove diseased tissues, to make the 
gardens more tidy, and to remove nesting sites for mice 
and voles. 

This last reason is the least-intuitive but most-impor-
tant justification for cleaning up some of the dead leaves 
and stalks from garden beds in the fall. Voles in particular 
love to nest in this material and from there venture out 
all winter under the snow to consume vast quantities of 
roots, bulbs, tubers, and bark. We find that if we remove 
dead material quickly in the fall, the voles feel exposed and 
vulnerable and often choose to nest elsewhere. 

Where the decision to cut or not to cut becomes 
hardest is with the ornamental grasses that ring the Great 
Lawn. The stalwart switch and maiden grasses there are 
strong enough to stand up to heavy snow loads, and they 
do provide most of the structure and winter interest in 
this part of the gardens. However, the thick stands are 
irresistible to small rodents, and the damaging effects 
of these unwelcome guests are always evident come 
spring. As a compromise, we are now cutting some of the 
grasses—especially where vole activity is noticeable in 
the fall—and leaving others up until spring.

Muhlenbergia reverchonii (seep muhly): 
We planted a mass of seep muhly grass 
along the sloping path that descends to 
the reflexology labyrinth in the Lerner 
Garden of the Five Senses.  Early in sum-
mer, the gray-green tufts have an ani-
mistic quality that my then-two-year-old 
daughter called giant spiders. I thought 
this was a bit of a stretch, although the 
expanding clumps have an unquestion-
ably undulating and geometric quality. 

The flowers do not appear until September, and seeds are first 
noticeable in early October. Noticeable is really an understate-
ment, as the mass becomes a shimmering ruby cloud when the 
sun shines through it.

 Dick Zieg trims miscanthus 
bordering the Great Lawn.
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Calendar of Events
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens is on Barters Island Road in Boothbay, just over 
a mile from the Boothbay common. To sign up for events or for more information, 
stop by the Visitor Center, call (207) 633-4333, or visit www.MaineGardens.org. 

Sunday, December 19: HOME FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS BRUNCH

 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Kitchen Garden 
Café, Visitor Center  $20 for members; $27 
for non-members; $10 for children under 12; 
children under 3 are free
¹ There’s no place like 
home for the holidays, and 
the  Gardens is hosting a 
special brunch for everyone 
who calls Maine home 
year-round or just for the 
holiday season. Enjoy a 
buffet overflowing with scrumptious baked 
goods, savory egg dishes, fresh fruits and other 
delights, plus juices, coffee, and tea. Seasonal 
decorations, lively music and good company 
await, and the Gardens Gift Shop will be open 
for last-minute shopping. Winter is a magical 
time to take a walk around the gardens, too. 

ONGOING
GIFT SHOP  
¹ The Gardens Gift Shop is open daily 
through December 22. 

FREE FIRST WEDNESDAYS OF THE 
MONTH
¹ Free admission for all year-round 
residents of Lincoln County, Maine. 

ART EXHIBITS

Through Sunday, December 19: 
PAINTINGS BY COLIN PAGE

 9:00-5:00 daily  Kerr Hall, Visitor Center
 Free with Gardens admission

¹ Colin Page was raised 
in Baltimore, Md., and 
attended the Rhode Island 
School of Design and 
studied painting at Cooper 
Union. After three years 
as an active member of 
New York City’s art world, he moved to Maine 
in search of a more-diverse landscape and 
more time to devote to his art. He creates all 
his work on site and focuses on capturing the 
atmosphere and light of a scene. Colin Page 
was featured in the January/February issue of 
Maine Home + Design magazine

In 2011, look for exceptional art shows, 
indoors and out. 

Saturday–Sunday, July 2–3, 2011: PLEIN-
AIR PAINTING DAYS

 TBA  Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
 Free for artists

¹ Calling all artists to 
paint en plein air in the 
Gardens. The artwork will 
be displayed in a show in 
the Visitor Center from July 
13–20, with a free public 
reception on July 13, 5–7 
p.m. Free admission during the painting days 
for all participating artists.

SYMBOL KEY:  Time  Location  Cost  Reception  Note

EVENT TYPE COLOR CODE:  ÿ Music at the Gardens ÿ Art Exhibits
ÿ Ongoing Events 	 ÿ Family Fun  ÿ Kitchen Garden Series
ÿ Special Events 	 ÿ Gardens Getaways ÿ Adult Educational Programs

Because numbers are limited for some 
programs, pre-registration is often 
advised and sometimes required. 

Saturday, December 11: CHRISTMAS 
MARKET AT THE GARDENS

 10:00 a.m-3:00 p.m.  
 Kerr Hall, Visitor Center
 Free—no Gardens admission fee 

¹ At this event—back for a 
second year—you’ll experi-
ence the traditional charm 
and joy of a Christmas 
Market where gifts are not 
mass produced but instead 
represent genuine high 
quality. The Market, inspired by the famous 
German Kris Kindle Markets, will feature 
vendors of Maine-made products just right for 
gift giving; and the Gardens Gift Shop will be 
open too! Complimentary mulled cider and 
tasty treats, lively holiday music, delightful 
decorations, and a blazing fire will warm your 
spirits—a perfect winter’s day.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Last year more than 
400 shoppers enjoyed 
complimentary treats, 
live holiday music and 
fantastic shopping 
at the Christmas 
Market at the Gardens. 
Carla McEvoy is shown 
here enjoying a cup of 
Black Dinah Chocolatiers 
sipping chocolate while 
perusing the offerings 
at the display by Maine 
Balsam Fir Products. 
PHOTO BY MARGARET HOFFMAN



Saturday, January 1, 2011: HERE COMES 
THE SUN PARTY 

 Noon-2:00 p.m.  Visitor Center and 
Children’s Garden  Free with no Gardens 
admission charge; no reservations necessary
¹ Stop by the Gardens to 
toast marshmallows and 
make s’mores; roast hot 
dogs; and quaff beverages 
including hot spiced 
cider and cold cider, hot 
chocolate, and water—all 
free. Warm up by a roaring fire in Kerr Hall. If 
there’s heavy rain, this event will be canceled; if 
the weather is questionable, call Bob Boyd at  
207-592-7347. 

And…save the dates for these 2011 special 
events (more to come!):

Saturday, May 7, 2011: TEA & TULIPS 
SPRING TEA
Saturday–Sunday, May 21–22, 2011: NOT-
YOUR-GARDEN-VARIETY PLANT SALE
¹ Members-Only Sale: Friday, May 20, 3-7 p.m.
Tuesday, June 21, 2011: WELCOME 
SUMMER: AN EVENING AT THE 
GARDENS
¹ Summer solstice fun for the whole family 
Sunday, August 28, 2011: ANNUAL 
BENEFIT PARTY WITH AUCTION & 
DINNER
Sunday, September 11, 2011: SUMMER’S 
END TEA
Sunday, September 18, 2011: ANNUAL 
MEETING 
Saturday, December 10, 2011: CHRISTMAS 
MARKET AT THE GARDENS
Sunday, December 18, 2011: HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS BRUNCH

KITCHEN GARDEN DINNER 
SERIES

Monday, December 13: KITCHEN GARDEN 
DINNER WITH CHEF PIERRE GIGNAC OF 
98 PROVENCE IN OGUNQUIT

 6:00—8:00 p.m.  Kitchen Garden Cafe  
 $70 members, $85 non-members

¹ Pierre Gignac was born in Montréal, 
Canada. After graduating from the Institut 
d’Hôtellerie et de Tourisme du Québec, he 
apprenticed at a bastion of classic French 
cuisine, Montréal Chez La Mère Michelle. 
Pierre’s first chef’s position was at trendy 
Prego, an Italian eatery favored by Montréal’s 
celebrities, politicians, and dining elite. Chef 
Pierre furthered his education under Austrian 
chef Heinz Kattenfeld at Amici, a restaurant 
in Winnipeg. After extensive travels in Asia 
and Europe, Pierre chose to open his first 
restaurant, in Ogunquit, Maine. 98 Provence, 
Pierre’s southern French eatery, has been 
pleasing locals, tourists, and critics for 15 years.

In 2011, look for even more Kitchen Garden 
Dinners with Maine’s finest chefs. 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS

Friday, December 3: WETLAND SPECIES 
IDENTIFICATION IN WINTER 

 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  Education Tent
 $44 members, $50 non-members

¹ Build your skills for recognizing wetland 
trees and shrubs with environmental 
consultant and botanist Lauren Stockwell 
in a program geared for those who need to 
inventory wetlands in the dormant season. 
In the morning, we’ll be inside learning key 
identification features. Then, outdoors, we’ll 
see the plants in their habitats and determine 
wetland boundaries in the field. Some 
familiarity with common wetland plants and 
taxonomy is helpful. Dress warmly and prepare 
for field conditions. Bring a hand lens and a 
bag lunch. Co-sponsored with New England 
Wild Flower Society.

FAMILY EVENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES

Thursday, July 8, 2011: A NIGHT AT THE 
GARDENS
¹ Family Activities to celebrate the Bibby and 
Harold Alfond Children’s Garden’s first birthday.
Friday-Sunday, August 5-7, 2011: MAINE 
FAIRY HOUSE FESTIVAL 
Saturday, October 29, 2011: FAMILY 
FRIGHT NIGHT AT THE GARDENS
Saturday, November 19, 2011: FROZEN 
TURKEY HUNT

CONCERTS 

We’ll offer a wonderful variety of 
performances in 2011, including:

Tuesday, July 12, 2011: MAINE FRIENDS 
OF MUSIC CONCERT
Sunday, August 21; Wednesday, August 24; 
and Monday, August 29: BOOTHBAY 
CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL WITH THE 
DAPONTE STRING QUARTET

GARDENS GETAWAYS

Gardens Getaways are meticulously 
planned for us by Patsy West, Director 
of Valerie Wilson Travel. Group sizes are 
intentionally kept small; we suggest you 
reserve space now with a refundable 
deposit of $100 per person. Contact Patsy 
at 207-633-4883 or distvoy@gwi.net.  

May 9-16, 2011: GARDENS GETAWAY 
TOUR: “GARDENS GALORE—
VANCOUVER & VICTORIA, BRITISH 
COLUMBIA”
September 12-22, 2011: GARDENS 
GETAWAY TOUR: “THE LAND OF THE 
GREEN!—IRELAND”
November 29-December 2, 2011: HOLIDAY 
TIME—NEW YORK CITY
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For additional listings, details, and updates 
about everything happening at the Gardens, 
see www.MaineGardens.org.

And…a sampler of programs for 2011:

Saturday, February 12, 2011: GARDEN 
TOOL USE AND MAINTENANCE CLINIC

 10:00 a.m.-noon  
 Kulp Horticultural Building 
 $16 members, $22 non-members

¹ Learn which tools 
horticulturists prefer and 
how to fix, sharpen, oil, 
and de-rust yours. Gardens 
horticulturist Justin Nichols 
will display and discuss 
the tools of the trade and 
demonstrate ways to keep your trusty tool 
“assistants” in great shape. Bring your hand 
tools to this unique hands-on clinic. 

Saturday, March 12, 2011: PRUNING 
WORKSHOP

 10:00 a.m.-noon  Visitor Center
 $16 members, $22 non-members

¹ Find out which plants 
to prune and when, and 
the best techniques for 
creating healthy structures 
and aesthetically pleasing 
forms. Since many woody 
plants are best pruned 
during winter dormancy, 
a portion of this class will be outdoors. 
Bring your pruning shears to this hands-on 
workshop taught by Gardens horticulturist 
Justin Nichols.
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The Gardens Gift Shop, open daily until 
late December, is the place to find gifts 
for just about everyone on your holiday 
shopping list—no matter what their 
age or interests. And with your member 
discount, you can save enough to buy a 
little something for yourself! See page 4.

You already know that a visit to Coastal Maine 
Botanical Gardens is a journey into a spectacular 
place. Why not share the wonderful adventure with 
your friends and family? The gift of a membership 
to the Gardens includes access to our 250 acres of 
natural landscape and stellar plantings that inspire 

whimsy and exploration. It includes membership in 
a world-class botanical garden that is a classroom 
for green thumbs. It includes endless days of 

healthy play for families.
A membership in the Gardens includes 

free admission for a full year. Members 
receive our newsletter, The Botanical Thymes; 

discounts on events and programs; and 
admission to more than 200 botanical 

gardens and other attractions throughout 
North America.  

An Individual membership 
is $45, Dual is $65, and 
Family is $75. 

This year, give the gift that is 
certain to fit—the gift of a year-

long experience that will never 
be forgotten! 

Call us, visit  
www.MaineGardens.org, or 

stop by the Visitor Center.  

Thank you, Calvin P. Fuhrmann, M.D., 
of Kennebunkport, for sending us your 
impressions of the Gardens. 

“I want to take this opportunity to 
contact you regarding my family’s 
Sunday visit to the Gardens. My two 
granddaughters ages 4 and 7, along 
with my wife, daughter and son-in-
law, had an absolutely wonderful 
visit. The children’s garden is terrific. 
We were all very impressed with the 
careful planning and design; 
something for every level of 
interest. The sensory garden 
seems to be better every time 
we visit. Our lunch at the café 
was tasty, and we all agreed that 
the trip from Kennebunkport was 
truly worthwhile. Many thanks 
for your vision and the 
continued growth 
of an asset that is 
becoming a must see 
for residents and visi-
tors to the Pine 
Tree State!”

MEMBERSHIP
IS the Gift that Fits

People Are Talking…
About the Gardens
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